Lectio Divina

St. Silouan’s Chapel at
St. John the Compassionate Mission

5th Sunday of Matthew 9:1-8

“At that time, getting into a boat Jesus crossed
over and came to his own city. And behold...”

4 LAY In today’s gospel, Jesus is crossing the lake re-
_ LS B "".:' turning from the land of the Gergesenes. He de-
e N ’ T’ ‘;,. parted from a land where the darkness reigns,
A f’» where evil spirits take possession of men, and
ISR where the community asks Him to depart. But
the land which is under the law welcomes Him with faith. The gospels from the last two Sundays mirror
each other, while revealing a few different features. In last Sunday’s gospel the demoniac men are
completely ignored by the community, treated with indifference. Today, in Capernaum, the community
gathers around the vulnerable one. There is no indifference towards his suffering, on the contrary,
there is a synaxis for his sake. It is an image of the church which, from the beginning, gathered around
the oppressed. The gathering of people carries the one who is paralyzed the way Christ is carrying our
sins. “Take heart my son, your sins are forgiven.” Jesus calls the paralytic “my son.” The sinner is the
son of Christ. We hear these words within the heart every time when we resist forgiveness.

If the community of the Gergesenes are asking Jesus to depart, in Capernaum they are looking for
his presence. In Capernaum, the healing of the paralytic is preceded by the forgiveness of sins. It re-
minds us today about the visitation at the hospital where people receive the Mysterion of confession,
forgiveness and the anointing with the holy oil, so that we may enter in communion with Christ with a
pure heart and a restored being, healed in body and soul.

In the Gergesenes’ territory the healing happens immediately because the evil spirits were tor-
mented by His presence. They were causing suffering to people who had no law, who did not have the
scripture, being extremely vulnerable to the attack of the evil one. The people are restored to the com-
munity after being healed. Their “sin” was the fact that they did not have a law, being vulnerable from
an early age to any kind of evil, born outside of the law, with not much of a defence. In Capernaum,
people live under a covenant, knowing who God is. They sin when they fail to fulfill the covenant, to
love God and their neighbour as themselves. They sin when they fail to love. During the reflection on
Friday, Fernando told us that the kerygma of the gospel is for us to learn all our life to genuinely love
our neighbour. In time, with patience and endurance. And to learn our place. To make peace with who
we are. To accept our own self and to fulfill what is entrusted to us.

The community knows its place around the one who is paralyzed, to pray to Christ for his healing and
to bring him, to carry him at His feet. The faith of the community is magnified more by the forgiveness
of the paralytic. He was a “sinner.” They did not carry one who had a pure heart but the one who was
heavily burdened by his sins.

As much as Capernaum is the land of faith, where the community is gathered around the vulnerable
ones, opening to God to act, there is however a different type of evil there to which Jesus does not
obey. He listens to the request of the evil spirits in the Gergesenes’ territory, to the spirits who were
tormenting and causing harm to a human being. He continued to be obedient even to the community
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that asked him to leave, even though He knows that lack of hospitality leads to a path of self destruc-
tion. But he does not accept but rather openly confronts us when we “think evil in our hearts.” The
spirit and the leaven of the pharisees is a greater evil than the evil spirits that possessed the men in the
territory without law. And this spirit grows and feeds on the goodness of the law or rather deteriorates
its own meaning. It is the spirit that acts against forgiveness, that keeps people bound into their own
sins, burdening them with a heavy load. The spirit that hides the mercy of God and keeps the human
heart away from forgiveness that sets us free. Within us, this spirit is always confronted by God’s mercy.
The gospel today helps us to ponder on how the greater evil is born and grows within the gathering
that is entrusted with the gift of God, who eats at the same table and shares the same cup. We recog-
nize this spirit when we are resistant to forgiveness. When we no longer desire to be free and to free
others.

“For which is easier, to say, ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or to say ‘Rise and walk?’”

On Friday we were not completely sure. Some people said it is difficult for sure to say to a person
who is ill to get better. Because, as Roma said, we’ll be hypocrites. “Why?” “Because it will not happen,
and then if | say that, | am a hypocrite.” But we also recognized that forgiveness is not easy either.
Especially if we don’t treat it with superficiality. And the more seriously we approach it, the more dis-
tant it seems to become. And then, what is easier? Since the Son of Man has the authority to forgive
sins? And He has entrusted this authority to His disciples and His church?

If the pharisees were no hypocrites, their question would have helped us understand better.

Only God can forgive sins because all our sins go directly to His heart. He suffers because of them.
And simplistically we could say that’s why only He can forgive our sins because only He loves all of us.
Only He cares for the sinner. Because the sinner is His son. We receive this authority from Him as we
learn to love our neighbour. And learning to love we learn also to carry. And carrying reveals to the
heart the sins of the one who is carried. We know we have forgiven the one who sinned if he has be-
come our son in our heart.

Christ shares with the church the care He has for the sinners. Forgiveness of the church is real be-
cause the church has felt the burden of the one it cares for. This care is always in hope and in faith since
love is the flower and the fruit of it. God always opens a gate for the sinner and for the one who carries
with him. He always reveals within the heart the restoration of humanity, as a promise and as a present
gift. It is the gift of communion, that is fulfilled as a promise in us as we gather for the sake of the one
who is locked outside the church in a land that resembles more and more, by day and by night, the land
of the Gergesenes.
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