2" Sunday of Matthew 4:18-23 x l'l A
Ui TR | REVT

"Follow me, and | will make you fishers of men."
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From Friday’s reflection

In the gospels, the apostles reveal at times their weaknesses while being with Jesus. Today they reveal
their faith, by following Him immediately. In our time, we are hesitant and we avoid commitment, but
the apostles reveal to us a faith that acts quickly, without hesitation. They reveal this faith to us, so that
we can also be faithful today.

Why did they follow him? Where did they find this faith?

They loved him with all their heart. A heart that is broken reveals itself in the life of the apostles, that
can fall in love with Christ. They may have made mistakes and have left Jesus alone out of fear and lack
of faith, at times, but they always loved Him. We see it in the heart of Peter at the end: “Lord you know
that | love you.” Love is the reason for leaving everything behind. We are called to live the same thing.
It is possible for a broken heart to fall genuinely in love with Jesus. It is its intimate call.

The apostles were waiting for salvation. Like all the Jewish people. But they were waiting to be saved
_ from the Roman occupation which was oppressive. They were
| waiting for Christ to come in order to save them. They were
' waiting for the good news. They follow Jesus because they
trust Him. In the beginning maybe they thought that he was a
prophet. And that he could bring them the freedom promised
in the scripture. So they followed Him but they did not
understand at first that He is bringing a different freedom. The
freedom that you find in relationship with your neighbour, to
whom you can come closer and whom you can love and care
for. By taking people from where they are in their life, it is the
start of a journey and through that journey we walk.
Sometimes we walk on our knees. Sometimes you may feel
you can conquer the Everest and sometimes you realize you
cannot even walk up the stairs.

We learn how to approach people and how to approach each
other, and to be always ready to change and allow yourself to
be taught. Not overpowering people but meeting them where
they are while trusting the journey.
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Following Jesus means to come closer to those who are poor and sick. To care for them. Just like Jesus
does in the gospel. It means bringing good news to them, which you find in your heart because you
genuinely discover that you can care for them and love them and that we can care for each other also.

Following Him means we can become fishers of men. The way this fishing works is more like what we
see in some of the old iconographical images. Christ is the hook. He is the food for the whale, that the
fish eats. It is a new way of fishing and that is why it brings new results. It must touch the abyss in the
water, descending to the places never touched before.

So the apostles are going to fish by becoming themselves food for the fish. That’s how they are going
to become fishers of men.

“Brethren, glory and honor and peace for everyone who does good ... For God shows
no partiality. “ (today’s epistle - Romans 2:10-16)

There are many things that keep us captive. Our own self first and everything else after: bad memories
and things we’ve done throughout our life. The need for forgiveness stays at the bottom of any human
heart. We look for freedom and for somebody who can promise us joy. And a purpose full of meaning
and truth, full of beauty and colour. We are looking for a promise that we can trust and believe, in order
to undertake the path that leads the soul to communion, that changes the fabric of our own heart. It is
a dreadful thing to be fully alive.

On Friday, a person who reads many things, was sharing his reflection about the definition of being
alive. According to today's modern scientists. He started from a recent research study he had read
about. It was about a sea cucumber. According to the study, the sea cucumber would continue to live
even after having had a part of its body amputated. It would continue to live detached from its main
body for a few years. Research shows that the sea cucumber would continue to exist, somewhere
between death and life. Our visitor was asking himself if that part would be considered alive according
to the accepted definitions. For instance, all living organisms must reproduce in order to stay alive,
which the amputated sea cucumber would no longer be able to do. So then, could it still be considered
alive? But then, he continued, would | be considered alive since | do not reproduce? And the same
qguestion would apply to many other people, who are alone.

The question of being alive is a good one, since we proclaim and believe that Christ saves us from death.
We do not leave anymore like the amputated sea cucumber within a thin place between life and death.
Our friend, quoting scientific definitions, has a good intuition. There is something in us that needs to
change in order to experience salvation while we proclaim it. And it touches on human creativity, that
the Holy Spirit initiates in us and moves us towards it. Creativity in doing good and seeing good things.
That is the mantle and seed of renewal of life. Galilee is the land that lives in the shadow of death. The
apostles follow Jesus because he is fully alive. They want to learn and see good things. They want to
see the renewal of life in the land that lives in the shadow of death. And they do. Jesus is preaching and
healing all infirmities and illnesses that harm people. If there is something we lack in our own life in
order to feel alive it is to be taught and experience that we can share in the good that God is initiating
in every moment of existence within humanity. That’s the place where He encounters all of us, with no
impartiality.
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On Saturday, on the stairs at the mission, a long-time friend of the community was making a
spontaneous confession, about his life and the end of it that he felt was coming closer, and about things
that needed to be sorted out. He talked about old memories, and places where forgiveness had not yet
entered. However, from all he had lived, one thing gave him reason to want to stay alive: every time he
receives his pension, he comes on Saturdays to the mission to bring us lentils for the soup we make on
Wednesdays.

Pursuing goodness in our life, as it is revealed to us in our community life, opens in us the need for
confession. It is the light that helps us to see within our soul and search for forgiveness. The inner
work that takes a lifetime. At times we think that we have to be prepared to follow Christ and that we
have to be skilled in doing good. It is not so in the gospel: readiness to follow Him, even though we
are unprepared, precedes every other good thing. By participating and witnessing what Christ does
for humanity we come closer to our own heart, like the apostles, and we discover that we love Him
dearly and that we have many weaknesses. We discover that we abandon Him at times and that our
imperfect love can hurt. We also learn that He forgives beyond measure. All this we experience if we
desire to embrace with all our heart the goodness He initiates in our own life. And if we experience a
change of heart, it means we are getting closer to not being like a sea cucumber anymore, but good
food for the fish, and skilled fishermen.
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