All Saints Matthew 10:32-33; 37-38; 19:27-30

4 “He who loves father or mother more than me is
' not worthy of me; and he who loves son or
daughter more than me is not worthy of me; and he
who does not take his cross and follow me is not
worthy of me."

On Saturday morning, M. was coming out through the

open doors carrying a cup of tea and some food,

which he was placing on the shopping cart he has

been pushing around for as long as we have known

& him, maybe ten years or more. He is one of the few

people who lives on the streets year-round, through

both winter and summer. He once had a union job in construction, but something happened and he

lost everything. He has never struggled with addictions, and over the years he has taught us how to

organize things during our breakfast program in ways that help people who need a place to rest early
in the morning.

He had been away for some time, so it was a pleasant surprise to see him again. More often than not,
when someone has been missing from the Mission for a while, the news that follows is tragic. As always,
he greeted us in good spirits on Saturday morning, but this time one could see something different in
his eyes. “I'm finished,” he said, using a stronger word. “I had a heart attack. | ended up in the hospital.
Now | have to take medication for the rest of my life. My mother died six weeks ago. | walked all the
way to Hamilton with the shopping cart. My sister took all the money and spent everything. I'm
finished.”

“Is there anything that can be done to recover some of it?”

“No, she spent all of it. | had a heart attack. | walked all the way back. My feet are killing me. And now
| have to take medication until the day | die.”

He does not leave the Mission before asking his two favourite questions: “How is George?” And then:
“Are the Leafs going to win the Cup again this year?”

Jesus’ words may sound unconventional to us when He speaks of a love that is deeper than even familial
love. Yet at the Mission, we meet people who have left their families behind for many different reasons,
often because of complex relationships that have wounded both body and soul and remain in need of
forgiveness and reconciliation.

At other times, we encounter people who have lost their parents or were apprehended by Children's
Aid, becoming orphans, at the mercy of a system that tries, for better or worse, to care for them. Eliana
reminds us of these children when she includes orphans in the prayers for Sunday.

Some wounds run very deep and may never fully heal. In such situations, the question is not whether
there is a love deeper than familial love, but whether any love can heal the wounds carried within the
being.

This Week

At the end of the day on Saturday, P. was outside and began venting his frustration at people. He lives
with schizophrenia and, at times, he makes great efforts to fit in. On his better days, he smiles when he
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receives a coffee and he even helps wipe down the chairs at the end of the breakfast. Other times,
Johan has to ask him to take some time away from the Mission because something has triggered him,
and he becomes disruptive to those around him. On Saturday, his anger seemed directed at everyone
on the street. People kept their distance, avoiding the verbal abuse. Even if they had approached him,
it likely would not have helped; in fact, it might have made things worse. No one is really to blame in
situations like this. What we do notice, however, is a gap between people that seems to widen day by
day and night by night. We see wounds within our community that do not heal.

A gap that only God can fill with His presence and His love. A gap in which the Holy Spirit acts and
reveals Himself. It is a truth revealed to us: that the wounds of all relationships are about to be healed
through a new life, a new presence, a new dynamis and movement. Whatever is not perfect within
familial love, whether in small things or great, is healed and completed when one takes up the path of
the Cross. During our Gospel reflection on Friday, we agreed that we cannot wait for everyone to depart
and come at once, but by following Christ we find reconciliation and forgiveness within the heart. What
bears deep scars is healed; what was already good becomes completed through communion with Christ
and with the communion of the saints. At the Mission, this means sharing a meal with those who would
otherwise eat alone. It means listening to a person who is often trapped within his own thoughts or
working alongside someone whom society has deemed unemployable because of a lack of skills. It
means praying in the chapel with those who cannot read and experiencing forgiveness when we make
mistakes.

The Holy Spirit touches the wounds of people with holiness daily when, together, we open ourselves to
Him and to one another for the sake of Christ. These moments of holiness are encountered within the
church. By partaking of them, the fabric of our lives changes, and with it the fabric of community and
of the world. The Holy Spirit imprints the image of Christ in us and in the world. He makes us holy, and
He is the One who made the saints.

When we come together for the sake of mercy, the Holy Spirit fills the void between us and teaches us
human dignity and the love of God for all. The unity that is born out of mercy, a unity that gives shape,
fragrance, and a personal touch of holiness to all it encounters, is magnified in an age where division
reigns. It becomes both a sign of wonder and a sign of contradiction. And while being magnified, it heals
the gulf between us and brings forth unity in places we did not even know were broken within
ourselves.

“But many that are first will be last, and the last first."

Jacob thought that Jesus underlines here a lack of justice within the land. The lack of “tzedek” ... because
of the “last of these”. There are people who will always be the last, in whom “human love “causes more
wounds than healing. And they never recover, so they may never be the first. They are always at the
bottom, dreaming about love, about being loved and being able to love.

During the week, a voice was directly or indirectly accusing us that the church does more harm than
good to the people, because they are kept captive in their poverty and they can never heal, in fact they
may get worse at times. The person did not tell us the alternative but one could guess what they
thought should be done with those who are always sick and with a low quality of life. With those who
never recover the way the world expects them to do.

The proclamation of the gospel does come with healing in abundance. With restoration of humanity
and experience of communion. With miracles, that we can get to see at times at the mission as well,
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because we are the church and the Holy Spirit blesses and sanctifies the gathering of the people for the
sake of Christ and the good news. However, Jesus here does not speak about healing, but rather about
becoming “the first.”

I oo omumes “ 1 The one who lacked in love and was rejected will become a

sign of contradiction and renewal of life for all. The one who
lacked in love and was thirsty becomes a giver of life. By
becoming an offering of peace to the one who was thirsty for
“Tzedek” - the Father, who makes the rain fall on the good and
1| on the evil. So the rich would not suffer as the poor man did,
. that the one who despised would not be despised, that the
one who did not share would not be left hungry. And the one
who oppressed would be forgiven. The wound of the poor man
. becomes the empty vessel for the pouring of the Holy Spirit.
So he can offer himself to the Father within the communion of
- the saints. Because in his heart he has become prayer for the
" one who has done injustice to him and to the land. Within the
1! heart he lives within the kingdom of heaven, discovering
communion with Christ.

And just like Christ, his offering will not be without fruits but
with plenty of goodness for the whole community. Teaching
holiness to all. Even though still poor, he would pray for the
rich, and even though sick he will pray for the healthy so Christ would heal their soul with communion.
Alone, in his heart he will partake of communion, because the presence of the Holy Spirit within his
heart has been preparing the kingdom of heaven for all.

The last will be first because they follow Christ much quicker, having not much to leave behind. And as
they follow, they open a larger and broader path for all of us. So we can taste holiness and communion
with Christ and with each other, before the end of times.

The poor will be first and are indeed already, because within their heart, the Holy Spirit acts first to
prepare a place of forgiveness and hospitality for those who had done wrong to them. A wisdom and
knowledge that they share with all of us. And being poor, they do not cling to holiness but know how
to share it with all of us. So we can all be changed in the image of God’s glory. In the image of the poor
man who has become fully alive.
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