Pentecost, John 7:37-52; 8:12

"If any one thirst, let him come to me and drink. He who
believes in me, as the scripture has said, 'Out of his heart shall
flow rivers of living water."

“Rejoice, O people of Jerusalem, rejoice in the Lord your God!
For the rains he sends are tokens of forgiveness. Once more
the autumn rains will come, as well as those of spring. The
threshing floors will pile high again with wheat, and the
presses overflow with olive oil and wine.” (Joel 2:23-24 —
vespers reading)

“O God in Zion, we wait before you in silent praise and thus
fulfill our vow. And because you answer prayer, all mankind
will come to you with their requests. Though sins fill our hearts,
you forgive them all ...He waters the earth to make it fertile.
The rivers of God will not run dry! He prepares the earth for
his people and sends them rich harvests of grain. He waters
the furrows with abundant rain. Showers soften the earth,
melting the clods and causing seeds to sprout across the land. (Psalm 65)

“The rivers of God” — “The verse suggests that when God sends down rain, it is God’s own being that is
watering the earth —an idea we have tried to echo, however faintly” (Jewish commentary on Psalm 65,
verse 10)

The disciples thirsted for Christ. Because he was taken away from them. The Saturday gospel reminds
us of the love of the apostles for Jesus (John 21:15-25). Peter’s love for Jesus, with all his struggles, was
genuine and innocent. When Jesus was taken to the high priest, Peter wept, remembering Jesus’ words.
He wept, because he betrayed Jesus, but he also wept because he remembered how much he loved
Him. Crying bitterly, he knew it in his heart. Peter shed tears because he felt Jesus’ forgiveness. It was
not a river of water that came out at that time of Peter’s heart but tears of remorse and pain of being
emptied of the One whom he loved from very close. Being taken away, Jesus did not leave Peter with
a dry heart, but through his forgiveness he kept it soft and open for joy at the resurrection. The little
stream of living water was gushing forth in his heart already.

The stream of water came through forgiveness, remembered in the heart of the disciple, as the peace
of the resurrection preceded the receiving of the Holy Spirit. Because the Spirit does not enter a violent
heart, the peace of Christ opens “the door” to the Holy Spirit.

The streams of living waters, at Pentecost, water all creation, making fertile the heart of humanity. It
touches those who were robbed of the Truth with unity around the Beloved. Communion for a heart
that knew and experienced what it means to be lost, afraid, and without courage and faithless. But with
imperfect genuine love. For a heart who took the risk of falling in love with the One who loved the poor,
the blind, the lame and every sinner. Today, the birth of the church has at its heart the Mother of God,
who experienced the loss of her own Son. Today, their hearts are filled with communion and unity not
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with the promise but with God himself who waters all creation. Today our heart is not alone. It is God
who moves us to cry and pray in this way.

When God waters the earth He touches every human soul because every human soul has a loving
sorrow from within. And within that loss, God brings Himself in, with forgiveness, communion and unity
for the sake of Truth. The church is the living witness of the renewal of life, through the gathering
around Christ and its continuing thirst that the church shares with the poor and hungry and with every
sinner who thirsts for forgiveness.

“What could Peter, who loved Jesus, render unto Him? Feed my lambs. ... This is the real pearl of price,
Charity ... what force of charity all Scripture sets forth!” (St Augustine)

The feast of Pentecost is the feast of charity, when God pours his love upon all creation, through acts
of mercy and forgiveness. It is the time when we can see in each other the love of Christ that brings all
of us together, that moves us to act with one accord, because he gives himself to us and through us to
all the people, through every cup of water offered in his name. Through every welcoming and listening
heart. Through every smile that encounters violence. Through every witness today that life is not only
worth living but also completes itself at the encounter with the other. Genuine love makes every human
heart experience the presence of Christ, visible within the heart.

Community life

J. has been coming to the mission twice a month to bring food, bought with his own pension. He goes
and shops at the store and he looks for deals. He knows food and he would like people to have
something good. He knows fruit is expensive, he looked for tangerines but the money he had was not
enough. He remembered how last summer he brought watermelons, thinking of people being thirsty.
He wanted to quench their thirst with watermelon. He did not know, but those watermelons did make
it to the refuge and quenched the thirst of people who traveled by bus to visit us for a day. J. has a
medical condition, a very serious one, that makes travelling a nightmare for him. Not only because it is
hard for him to travel, but rather because people avoid him, literally moving away from him. Even at
the hospital. All this experience made him think twice about a reason to live. Repeated rejection brings
into the soul all kind of questions.

F. did not speak of how he started to bring food to the mission for people who are hungry. It is though
the mystery of life, for the one who is rejected to find perfect communion through a self offering. And
in that offering, either through fruits, garlic, onion or lentils for soup, to make known to people the gift
of communion. Because through every act of love, Christ enters visibly and invisibly in the heart of man.
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