The Samaritan Woman John 4:5-42

v 51. &:“ “l was thirsty and you gave me a drink ...” (Matthew 25:35)
Y EE W “Give me a drink ... “ (John 4:5-42)
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‘NN Christ remains truthful to the word of the gospel. “I was thirsty and you
“)@ gave me a drink.”

: This is how He greets the woman. He approaches her from a place of
thirst. He does not pretend in order to test her. He is indeed thirsty. The
reality of His thirst is an invitation to communion. What is she going to
say to the one that comes in humility. He had just been rebuked from

Jerusalem where people wanted to kill him (Saturday gospel).

"How is it that you, a Jew, ask a drink of me, a woman of Samaria?"

The Samaritan woman is not conventional, but she reminds Him of her

! humiliation. As a Samaritan, she is an outcast. The one who is thirsty

talks to the one who knows what means to be humiliated. She reminds

Him that it is not her who rejects but the one who is rejected. She has

the drink, but she is always left outside communion. She is not needed.
What type of relationship is this? He is thirsty and needs a drink but wants no communion with her.

b

"If you knew the gift of God, and who it is that is saying to you, ...”

Jesus' reply is touching her longing love, that is going to be fulfilled today. The one who is thirsty is the
one she was longing for with love. His thirst is the thirst of the bridegroom. He does not ask only because
He is in need. He asks because he has much to offer: the gift of communion that will never leave her
heart despondent. Her heart is going to be fulfilled today.

“.. where do you get that living water? Are you greater than our father Jacob?...”

The woman wants to know who is He who has the gift? Because not all gifts are genuine. She is without
communion, but she is not going to trade her loneliness for the sake of any encounter. Her segregation
bears the garment of integrity, like the holiness of the poor, whose longing for real love becomes
stronger every time they are rejected. She would not give up on her loneliness, unless she found genuine
mercy.

“... will become in him a spring of water welling up to eternal life."

Jesus' answer overflows her question with an abundance of truth. It is not only that what she lacks will
be fulfilled and completed, but communion will touch all around her with new life, with a renewal of
life that is without corruption. As we see at the end of the gospel, that truly happens with the whole
village that gathers around Jesus because of her changing of heart.
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"Sir, give me this water, that | may not thirst,...”

It is now the Samaritan woman who tests Jesus with her open wound.

She is offering her heart entirely to be healed with communion. She
becomes vulnerable like Him when she opens herself to the gift, to
healing. She knows that if it is true, it will change her life completely, in
an unconventional way. And she says yes.

"Go, call your husband ...”

Jesus tests her, but not to see if she is faithful or not, but to open for her
already the path of speaking the truth. And she does so, when she tells
Him about her life. She does not confess the details of her life but rather
reveals the truth which she does not hide. It is Jesus who reveals to her
the judgement of the Father for the world whom He loves. Who knows
the abyss of the heart and yet judges the truth in it. Witnessing to the
purity of her heart that chooses to confess the truth against herself, he
becomes mercy for her.

The woman is touched by it and becomes a witness: “...you are a prophet...” And she asks the question
that reveals the pain of a nation, as Jacob noticed on Friday. The old Jacob, the father of Israel’s tribes,
the one who gave them the well, taught them how to pray. And yet, as Samaritans, they have no part in
the temple. This is the broken communion between brothers, that stays at the heart of many conflicts
and hate today. Who is right? Who is going to prevail? Why is it that some need to suffer while their
brothers have the reassurance of faith within their land.

“..the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth...”

Jesus answers with the communion of the Holy Spirit that brings together, around the Father, the
community of the saints, in Spirit and truth, where there is no division and partiality.

““I know that the Messiah is coming ...”

The woman knows that this happens around Christ. Her answer is a witness of her longing and her faith
that in the poverty of a broken and failed life, hope in salvation never faded away. In the broken
communion of her time, where she lived it and experienced firsthand, the waiting for the coming of
Christ was her reason for living and the reality of her heart. In her broken heart she was praying for
salvation.

Jesus reveals Himself completely to her. I am the Christ. She is ready to hear and to receive the good
news and to become a witness. She does not speak to Jesus but goes to the village to share what she
has seen, witnessed and become, through the encounter with Christ.

On Friday, one of the volunteers who comes from a part of the world close to old Samaria, expressed
her disbelief that the Samaritan woman accepted Jesus as the Christ. Hardly speaking English, she
mentioned that it is easy for us to see that because we have the scripture. But for her, at that time, given
the reality of her life, and after the encounter with Jesus, it is hard to believe that she accepted Him as
Christ. If she did, the whole story would be a miracle in itself.
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It is true, we can at times easily agree with the scripture when reading about it as a past event. But
when encountering Christ in our own life, we might have difficulties or lack of faith altogether.

However, we see in the scripture today and in the life of the community the way in which Christ
approaches us, by being hungry, naked and thirsty. In His real vulnerability and poverty Christ becomes
for us an invitation to communion with Him, where the abyss and wounds of our heart are illumined
and touched, in order for us to witness the truth and remember our common longing for the poor, for
Christ, who draws humanity to the Father, through the presence of the Holy Spirit.

He invites us to witness the good news and the full revelation of Christ in a personal manner because
we discovered within us the hope for salvation. To live and see together the worshiping in Truth and
Spirit of the Father of all people. To be bewildered and rejoice in seeing the faith and love that people
have for Christ. When we don’t reject the one who is hungry and thirsty, many good things are revealed
within us and within the community about what it means to be human, and about how much Christ
Himself has fallen in love with it. Eternally.

Word of the week

"If you were Abraham's children, you would do what Abraham did, but now you seek to kill me, a man
who has told you the truth which | heard from God; this is not what Abraham did. You do what your
father did."

Saturday gospel John 8:31-42

Most of the gospels (John) of this week reveal to us the rejection of Jesus. A rejection that wearies Him
in today’s gospel, by the well. It is a rejection by those who have the power of the law in their hands.
And not only. Even that of His own brothers, as we witness in the gospel on Thursday. Jesus is not
running away from them, but he confronts them directly.

This week, J. revealed to us a conflictual situation in today’s modern world. In our own neighbourhood.
He spoke of the way in which those who are financially established present themselves as being good
by lending money to people who struggle with addictions, making them captive to a system that they
control. To confront them directly means at times to put your life at risk, in a real way. Which is what J.
did, by refusing to live in the dark, covering the hypocrisy of those who take advantage of poor people’s
vulnerability.

However, J. admitted that this need for confrontation comes from an inner anger that, at times, lashes
out at other people. This anger could feed on the belief in being right, but in the end, it does more
damage than good.

It is for us to remember that we come across confrontation in our life for the sake of truth. This bears
within itself the signs of a powerless attitude. Jesus did not partake in the power of the religious
authority at the time. He made himself vulnerable to it on the cross. And when it comes to today’s
gospel, He encountered the Samaritan woman from a lowly place. A place of need and thirst for
communion. What He reveals in the woman'’s life is not her sins but her witness to the truth and He
perfects her broken heart, the longing for love, with perfect communion.
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If we confront from a place of authority, for the sake of Truth, we might find ourselves at times in a high
place, where the Pharisees stand. And even though we may be right, we might try to argue with Christ,
who in His humility does not contradict us much.

St. Silouan Chapel at St. John the Compassionate Mission
155 Broadview Ave. Toronto, ON M4M 2E9
416-466-1357 - info@stjohnsmission.org - stjiohnsmission.org

St. Zoticos Orthodox Church at Good Neighbours Mission
193 Markham Rd Scarborough, ON M1J 3C3
647-358-4105

We are an apostolate of the ecumenical patriarchate, “Mother Church of Christ’s poor,”
under the Omophorion of Metropolitan Gregory of Nyssa

©2026 St. John the Compassionate Mission

St. Silouan Chapel at St. John’s Mission Page 4 of 4 2026-05-10



