Palm Sunday

“I will silence your sorrow with love.”
Zachariah 3:14-19

The deep sorrow of man comes from his
alienation from God, which leads to death
eventually. The resurrection of Lazarus reveals
to us a personal, sincere and genuine love that
Mary and Martha had for Jesus. It is a personal
love that makes Jesus weep. He cries as a man,
because he “perfected a body for himself”
(psalm 39), but the sacrificial love comes from
God alone, who is love. Lazarus loved Jesus

~ also. He comes out from “his sleep” recognizing
his voice. The resurrection is not an impersonal
: event in which God saves us from death to
show His power. It comes out of His love for humanity. It is a consequence of it. And we encounter
this love in our daily life. We encounter it and it is offered to us. It is offered and we are tested by it.
We are tested and shaped in” the image of His glory.” It is through every event in our daily life that
God teaches us His love. At times, He manifests himself and He empties himself in silence. Always as a
presence within the heart, in the presence of others, in the human lack of kindness, where He forgives
with us; in the splendor of created light, in the smile that has nothing to hide, within the sorrows and
wounds of our brother; in the tomb, just like He was with Lazarus. He is always present to us, even in
death. Our daily life happens within the womb of love that gives time a chance to pierce our heart
with the light of mercy. Everything that happens to us is teaching us who God is, for the sake of the
resurrection. The old quote on the walls at the Mission is renewed every day in our life, bringing us
closer to the new knowledge of God that constantly speaks to our heart. We learn in our life how not
to be resistant to this love.

At the feast today we want to stay by Jesus’ feet as Mary does. To be close and personal, to have this
freedom and knowledge of who Christ is. To touch and be touched by the one who resurrects Lazarus
from the tomb with a word. To be close to Jesus who loves Lazarus and is not ashamed to show that
He loves the one who is corrupted by death. And it is in this longing, to stay by his feet, that we
understand more the sorrow of the one who is cast away, who is marginalized and segregated, who is
in need of love, who is ready to hear the voice that calls his name. Segregation is where death starts,
with the first sign of a broken communion. The one who is at the margins is dying for us because we
don’t remember him. We forgot his name and this is death for us. In the epistle today (Lazarus
Saturday) we are told to entertain the stranger, to practice hospitality. Because the resurrection is
already manifested by receiving each other and first of all the stranger into communion. There is no
perfect communion without the one returning to the table, the one we cannot remember.

Christ loves every man who dies the way he loves Lazarus. Because we are named by Him from our
mother’s womb. The God of the living is calling Lazarus from the tomb. “I called you by name because
you are mine” (Isaiah). The love of God throughout our life is teaching us to become an offering.
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While sin makes us captive, love teaches us to trust the presence to which death cannot resist. We
learn by faith, and we are taught by love how to enter within this mystery, as soon as we step into
life.

“Therefore many of the Jews who had come to visit Mary, and had seen what Jesus did,
believed in him. But some of them went to the Pharisees and told them what Jesus had
done.” (John 11:46)

The voice of the doubter is present in the gospel of Saturday, casting doubt on Jesus ("Could not he
who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from dying?" ). It is the voice that started
from Genesis in the garden. It is the same voice and it speaks to the heart of man. The voice is not
won over by Jesus’ love for Lazarus, by His love for humanity that changes and transforms our
condition. It is this voice that leads to Jesus’ death. Seeing the love for humanity and the resurrection,
the voice is not won over. On the contrary, it is using this in order to condemn Jesus. This voice breaks
communion and wounds the community life. And at the end it justifies death for humanity. Because
the one who loves is not the Son of God. Jesus was not accused that His love for the people was not
genuine. But rather that He made Himself the Son of God. It is this lie that leads to the slaughter of
humanity. The voice wants to hide the truth that the one who resurrected Lazarus and enters today
into the heart of community is God himself.

We see the same today in one of the many news articles about wars. In one of these articles it was
mentioned as a side note the number of soldiers who died in the past year: over 450.000. One war,
one year, one side. By how much should we multiply that? What is the number? When we add other
soldiers and children and families and enemies and friends and unborn children or those killed by
MAID or by overdose and so on, in one year. How many more? In the face of this incomprehensible
number what does the resurrection of Lazarus do to us?

Last week at the Mission, after receiving food and preparing to depart, a man said with a calculated
voice that he “lost trust in humanity.”

Jesus enters Jerusalem knowing that the heart of the city is turned towards evil, being resistant to the
resurrection. The news of Lazarus’ resurrection traveled ahead of Him winning the hearts of the
people, while making the priests and Pharisees start plotting for killing him. He entered into the
community, into the church, that betrayed Him. He enters because He loves humanity which is violent
and easily corrupted, which betrays the only one who loves, humanity who lost its way because it has
become captive to the betrayal of a voice. Of a lie. Today when we hear the condemnation of this
humanity we should know that this is not the time to condemn it, but rather a time of caring without
partiality. It is not a time for arguments and winners or losers but a time where Christ is manifesting
His love at the heart of a community that wants to harm Him. The resurrection of Lazarus is one event
that is generated by the incarnated truth. No lie can resist it. It is humbled by the number of deaths
that this generation managed to produce through a lie. And yet, there is no fruit in them. Jesus in
humility makes known the truth of His love to humanity. And after His resurrection the community is
renewed. The truth of the community that lives the good news of the resurrection becomes the sign
that speaks about God’s love for humanity in a time where the lie seems to reign without hiding. After
the fall of the curtain, when people beat up their breasts, the heart of the community who
entertained the angels becomes foundational for the new creation. Because truth is not forgotten but
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established through faith and love within the heart of the people, where the kingdom of God has
started to reign forever. And how much we see that today in the hearts of the poor people who
learned our name by heart.

It is not a small thing

to enter into the heart of man and yet Christ enters today in humility,

To make known to the heart the faithfulness of love and the tears that fall not from heaven above
but from the eyes that have seen the poor man dying

It is not a small thing

for Him who loves much to encounter the one with the little faith

and yet, He comes and enters now in humility

He sees the wounds of the people and takes them to the heart,

so his broken heart to be revealed within the encounter as a healing spring, that touch many
It is not the depth of the universe that welcomes His humility today,

because it is not the universe who sinned against His love.

For hospitality is chosen the heart who did not ponder on the depth of His love,
but rather caught in a lie that fantasized greatly.

So today, it is given to encounter, face to face. For today nothing can be hidden.
One does not blush for joy, because humility sees our heart in all,

as all in Him we are called to become a piercing heart.

Coming into the city He heals the breaking apart of communal life,

like the homeless man who gathers around him volunteers from the margins,
for the sake of a morning coffee to be served.

And a name to be learned and re-welcomed.

To heal the heart of the community who has learned again to believe.

that He is “the resurrection and the life.”

So we all can live and never die.
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