The Gospel According to Luke 17:12-19

“Were not ten cleansed?
Where are the nine?

Was no one found to return and give praise to
God except this foreigner?”

On Friday, Tom said that the gospel of today reminds him of his birth country. In the year 2000 people
in his country were praying for independence. Everybody was going to church and asking God to give
them independence. "What country was that?” another volunteer asked. “Eritrea,” he replied. “Yes,
they were all praying, but after we did get the independence, people did not pray to God anymore.
No gratitude. Everybody was dancing and celebrating but there was no prayer of thanksgiving. What
happened after? In 2007 we had another war, and so on...yes, that's what the gospel reminds me of.”

Other reflections on the gospel picked on that and saw gratitude as a participation in goodness, as a
natural growth of goodness. It is like a blessing or tears that fall on a dry land, food for the wildflowers
so they can blossom in the desert. Without gratitude, the ground remains dry and rocky, it hurts the
feet and it becomes more unwelcoming to life. God brings about the healing in a broken humanity, but
the eyes need to see and shed tears in order for humanity to find communion with Him and with each
other. Sensitivity towards God is necessary.

It is precisely what Freddy, another volunteer, showed on Friday. He read the gospel in Portuguese. His
intervention seemed to touch on the turning point of the gospel, because he looked at the heart of
Jesus. “He was disappointed. That's what Jesus sounded like, disappointed with his children. How can
God be disappointed with his children?” he asked.

Freddy seems to be right. In order to understand the gospel of today we need to look at the heart of
Jesus. How his heart was touched by the lack of gratitude. How is his heart doing, when we see the
goodness in humanity and we are not able to cry for joy? It leads, like in Eritrea, to ingratitude and
consequently to more destruction and wars.

The gospel today does not tell us to look at our sins, as it often does, but to look at the miracle that
Christ did in us. To stop for a moment and to turn back, in order to take a peek from very close at the
heart of Jesus. Because the miracle in us bears the marks of a loving hand. The only thing we lack today
in order to see that we are ready for communion with God is gratitude.

The heart of Jesus is the heart that does not often experience gratitude, and when it does it's coming
from the one from whom He expected it the least. It comes from a stranger who was healed
“accidentally”, because he was part of a community to which he does not belong by faith but only by
sharing in their illness.
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In a way, we see today that what endangers communion with God is not our illness or our sins but our
healing. We need to lack something in order to be able to pray and have communion with God. Itis the
mystery of communion. The Samaritan was a stranger, lacking his own culture. Jesus is lacking our
gratitude. Today, it is for us to find out what we lack in order to find communion with God and with
each other. Being healed and having the certitude of belonging lead us nowhere or rather to the place
where Christ is not waiting for us.

Frank said on Friday that the people with leprosy reminded him of the chains of the holy apostle Peter
that we celebrated on Friday. They were living in captivity like him. And Jesus set them free. It was the
gospel during the week that touched several times on this broken communion within us. How easy we
give up on each other. That, in the eyes of God, becomes an adulterous act. However, being healed and
still living with no communion is a deeper form of captivity. A form of hell, because we don’t know what
we lack in order to be free.

Freedom from captivity, whatever its nature, happens through the experience of communion. And
everything that happens with us, coming from God, teaches us that. That's what Tom noticed on Friday.
By partaking in failings or acts of goodness, through the guidance of God, we are ultimately taught
love. “Parents should teach children about God. We all fall. It is human. But when we fall we need God
to return to. And when you do so, you realize that everything that happens to you happens for the sake
of love. So we learn to love. | just realized that these days. I've been thinking about that”.

The heart of Jesus is the place where the gratitude of the stranger finds a place of rest. A place of
renewal, a place where his faith makes him well. There is no other place where the stranger can lay his
head. There are no other feet he can kiss and embrace. No other voice that he is looking for in order to
hear his questions answered. When the other nine missed the encounter, one soul tasted fully the
communion with God. It is his testimony we are looking for. It is his faith we are entrusted with. Because
in the church we are all strangers of the world and children of gratitude. The gratitude of the father
who loves his son so that the Holy Spirit would embrace us all. We all came to the mission from foreign
lands, having no place to express our gratitude for the healing which has been brought within us. We
are in this place today, at the feet of Jesus, seeing his wounded heart and the grace that flows from it,
upon us, upon our children and upon those who have estranged us. We are what we have remained, a
perfect community made up of broken hearts who find a place to utter, not alone but together, a prayer
of thanksgiving. We remained broken in order to be distributed; we remain healed in unity in Christ and
refreshed in hope because we have seen the healing of our brother and his ongoing pain, his interceding
prayer of thanksgiving for those who, even though healed, live perfectly in hell because of lack of
gratitude.

During these latter hours, within this apocalyptic time of the self destruction of humanity, which seems
to have no hope of healing, we see today more people within the community who live more by the
gates of hell than by the gates of heaven. More people experience now not only a form of illness that
seems without healing but also a distress that brings at times on the surface of the soul a deep anger
directed against all, against humanity itself. In recent weeks, a few people expressed this anger directly
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and personally on all humanity in a way that makes our mind stay still. It is not hard to do that now,
since evil does not feel the need to disguise itself, it manifests in plain sight, through the acts of man.
And the voices who accuse it see no path of redemption, no forgiveness and no resurrection for it. Their
anger demands “justice” being ready to give justice by itself.

In such a time, when man cannot hide his nakedness, when he has lost the faith in redemption, the
gospel makes us attentive to the healing that happened in us already. It points to the hidden goodness
that touched our heart through the mercy of God. It dares us to behold goodness, there where
goodness seems hard to be found. In the heart of man. In order to see and pray with faith and hope. So
that God may see our sincere prayer and grant us forgiveness and a heart of gratitude.

A story from last week

On two different days, two people asked a question about the resurrection: to believe or not to
believe?

One of them was a restless person, in distress, not able to stand people anymore because of the
dishonesty he saw in them. He asked the question condescendingly, being afraid of an answer. He
seemed sure of himself, but terrified of what he could hear.

The other one person is named Michael. His best friend of more than 40 years ago just died recently.
Michael asked the same question. Only that he asked it with hope. He is getting older and he would like
to know. He did not look for an answer. He needed to hear for himself the hope in his own voice. He
needed to hear that hope in the form of a question. The witness of his heart, away from the eyes of the
world, revealed at the proper time.

It is good to ask questions. From the scripture, from our own life. Questions about the world that is
perishing today. However, we should try to ask them with hope. And not be afraid. Because Christ is
risen!
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