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Mark 1: 1-8 

“The beginning of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. As it is 

written in the prophets, 'Behold, I send my messenger before your face, 

who shall prepare your way; the voice of one crying in the wilderness: 

prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.' 

 

The time before Theophany  

 

is the beginning of the gospel as we know it, just like John’s baptism is the 

event that prepares the soul and body for the encounter with the 

Beloved, with Christ. It is just like waking up in the morning and washing 

your face and your clothes. We get ready for the light to touch our eyes 

by washing them. We also wash our feet and our hands, in preparation 

for the day of communion. John points us to the existence of the Word 

who is coming to meet us directly. Because forgiveness is personal and no 

one can miss it. John the Baptist discovered the presence of the Word in 

the desert, in the place where Jesus was going to be tested, the place 

where there is no nourishment and water, only dryness which brings about temptations. In this place 

the soul is alone and cut off from the community. It is the desert of our life. It is today’s city in which 

we share our life. The desert where idols are strong and even though they cannot talk, people listen to 

them, because the silence becomes unbearable and segregates the people. It is the place where the 

deepest weaknesses of the soul are beheld until the mind itself gets scared and tries to turn towards 

phantasy or to look for angels of light that are not what they appear to be.  

It is the place where John discovers the Word that speaks to him: 

 “But then I will win her back once again. I will lead her into the desert and speak tenderly to her there 

(Hosea 2:14) 

This is the place in which we live our life of broken communion today, the outskirts of the city, where 

the human being is marginalized up to alienation. It is the place where John finds the Word and 

becomes the only witness of it. This happens in a place and time where people stopped looking for Him, 

and where all are in need of repentance and forgiveness. At this time, John finds the presence of the 

promise. He is not the prophet that speaks about tomorrow, but rather he speaks about today. He 

speaks with the faith and certitude of the one that has been visited. John is a man of the desert whom 

the Word of God has visited by day and by night. His preaching is simple and practical and it touches 

the sorrow of all the community: he urges everyone to repent and ask to be forgiven, because they are 

about to be visited, to be adopted into sonship, into the communion of God. 
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We are all at times visited by the words of John, through the life of the people who listen to the Word 

at night, in a time when communion life is suffering. They bring about the presence within us that 

touches our conscience with the desire to change and be forgiven. It makes you believe and start 

longing for the promise because the eyes and the face of the one who speaks to you are fresh and clean, 

radiant and full of humility. Because they have encountered the most humble one. John the Baptist 

does not speak to those who are theorizing repentance, who make laws and boxes that apply to all. He 

knows that repentance is personal, and it is required of all of us, based on how we live our lives. Even 

to Herod, the king, John speaks in truth about a personal repentance that he needs to undertake.  

 

The voice of John is believed and loved by the people because it is the only one that speaks about this 

hope. Because it touches on the sorrow of the community who is weary of living without a shepherd, 

who is weary of its own sins and lack of faith, who is sick because of abandonment and lack of 

communion. They listen to his words and they all undertake the path of repentance because his voice 

has broken the marriage to sin.  

 

John speaks in order for the Bridegroom to meet his Bride in a house that is well swept and cleaned. 

He speaks in order for the Bride to be awakened and attentive to the love that is about to be revealed 

to her. He prepares the human heart with real hope, inspiring the heart to dream and to long for a love 

that is real. John puts humanity on the right path, the path of faith and love, repentance and 

forgiveness, that is deeply forgotten within the soul.  

 

“Timothy, my son …For I am already on the point of being sacrificed; the time of my departure has come 

… I have kept the faith. Henceforth there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord …  

will award to me on that Day, and not only to me but also to all who have loved his appearing.” (Timothy 

4:5-8) 

 

John the Baptist is the only witness of Christ, who speaks to a weary generation that had given up on 

hope. It is the voice that discovered within the silence of the desert the one who speaks tenderly to the 

heart. He discovers in solitude the communion with God and brings a word of hope to all. Because God 

visits the community at Theophany. The repentance is personal and requires every heart to undertake 

a transformation, for the sake of all, in order for the community to be ready. Because at Theophany, 

God appears in the midst of his people. At the appointed time, communion with God and with each 

other heals in us the heart that was held captive to its own self.  
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Feast of Theophany 2026 
 

Monday Jan 5 

7:00 a.m. Royal Hours 

7:00 p.m. Vesperal Divine 

liturgy followed by the great 

Sanctification of the Waters 

Festal sharing of foods. Bring 

something to share. 

Orthros and psalm readings 

until midnight.  

All night silent vigil, you are 

welcome to sleep over in the 

church.  

 

Tuesday Jan 6  

6:30 a.m. Hours  

7:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy 
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