
Holy Apostle Andrew - John 1:35-51 

 

 
"Can anything good come out of Nazareth?" 

 

¨I am of no good¨  
(frequently heard confession at the mission) 
 

Advent is a time of confession, both formal and unconventional. A need to measure up 
to the coming joy rises from a broken heart. The broken heart is not like the hardened 
heart; it is longing for joy with tears. It is seeking the real joy, not the one that is induced 
or mystified, but pure joy that comes out of a relationship, of a covenant that sanctifies 
the relationship. This time is an examination of conscience that becomes the cave for 
the new birth. The more broken humanity becomes these days, the more the longing for 
real joy increases. Within the community this was translated into all kinds of 
confessions, asking in silence for forgiveness, for healing and for grace. People 
confessed throughout the week, formally in the chapel, in front of the icon or on the 
stairs, in front of the open door. And then they asked for a blessing, for a presence that 
touches them with goodness.  
 

This is precisely what Nathaniel seemed to be doing under the fig tree. It is what father 
taught us during psalms study a few weeks ago (tefillah). It is something different than a 
prayer, asking God to show us righteousness in a broken human heart. Because the 
heart, as broken as it might be, is in love with the Word of God. It is asking God to show 
us how the broken heart can receive the seed, in order to become a fertile land for 
salvation. How can you, Lord, make out of an orphan a father and mother for your 
abandoned children? I have nothing to offer you, only my honest love for your law, that 
is life giving for a dying humanity. And my failing in pursuing it.   
And the Lord answers. And the sky breaks and the angels sing: ¨Glory to God in the 
highest, and on earth peace and good will among mankind”, because He becomes man,  
in order for a broken humanity to become a fertile land for God, and for a broken heart 
to learn to love and be faithful to the bridegroom.  



 

The way Nathaniel answers Philip tempts us to believe that he might have been a harsh 
judgemental person who thinks highly of himself and looks down on others. Just like the 
pharisee and the tax collector. It might have been that Nathaniel was doing good more 
than others. And that would not surprise anybody. However, there seem to be two 
reasons that brought about Nathaniel’s reaction. First, it was the love for Zion, for 
Jerusalem, for the bride of Christ, the church who is faithful and fruitful, who nourishes 
life. For Zion, who is the secret place that God loves without hiding because Zion is 
faithful and always hospitable to Him. Zion where strangers are fed and adopted. Zion, 
where the lion lays down with the lamb. And that is precisely what Nazareth is not. In 
Nazareth, there was no communal law and no faithfulness, so how can any fruits be 
born out of it?  He could not love Nazareth because Nazareth is not Zion. And he spoke 
honestly, with no deceit. How else could he have spoken, but without deceit? 

The second reason resides in his “tefilah”( the unhidden nakedness in front of God, the 
prayer of Adam and Eve who was never uttered after the fall, who hid instead of coming 
forth).  He fails to see anything good in himself, because God alone is good. He cannot 
help but see the lack of goodness, because he sees within himself without deceit. We 
could all lie to ourselves at times, and that is human. But not so for Nathaniel, since he is 
without deceit, he loves the commandments of the Lord who are pure gold, as he knows 
from the scriptures, and he does not change or bend them not even for the sake of his 
own heart. He is “an Israelite indeed, in whom there is no guile!”. 
Psychologically speaking, when you judge yourself so harshly, you end up judging 
others. And in the end, you are right, but you miss receiving the grace, which is a gift, 
touching unexpected places. It can even touch your own heart. And it does, so often, 
and we do see it, yet we do not trust it, because the pain of failing to do good is so deep 
in us. The heart of Nathaniel is touched today. And he knows that only God can do that. 
 

We hear many times at the mission confessions that start and end with people saying “I 
am no good. I am bad. And nothing good could come out of me.” Or” I tried to do good 
all my life, and I feel that I failed. I failed so many times. I do not know what to do 
anymore.” 

Nathaniel’s words under the fig tree resemble the modern confession of the poor man. 
It is the apostolic witness of the many broken hearts who are profoundly in touch with 
the pain of fall and yet they confess this with the hidden hope to be part of Zion. 
Because they love the goodness that was never fully part of their life, either because it 
was not offered, or because it was not nourished or it was neglected. However, it was 
never abandoned, and it was always desired. There was always a longing for it and a 
movement towards it, for the communion of the saints and for the holiness of the 
church.  
¨Let those who hate Zion become like the grass before it is plucked up. ¨ (III Antyphon) 
 



At the time of confession, we might not find much fruit in ourselves or in the communal 
body. Even though we sometimes feel spared within the community by the free gift of 
grace, which is kind both to the poor and to sinners. We know we are not left without a 
Father, who loves both those who do good and those who do evil. Out of fear we may 
avoid searching for goodness within ourselves because we already know we would not 
find much. And we don`t have the faith of the poor, who accept the pain of their hearts, 
naked and unhidden. Yet, we should not run away but instead seek the love for the 
Word of God, who, though often neglected, has never abandoned us. In doing so, we 
rediscover how much we do love Christ and his life-giving words, how deeply we desire 
them and how ready we are to follow Him wholeheartedly. Out of this love, our soul is 
found and encountered. This is what Jesus sees in Nathaniel, in the poor and in us. And 
what he sees is true and genuine and without blemish. Because the longing of the 
broken heart is the coming of the Beloved. The prayer of the poor is never in vain but 
always fruitful and filled with the Holy Spirit.  
 

Community life 

 

Today Mohamed is baptised and takes the name of Nathaniel. The time chosen was 
right, even though unintentionally, for we hear this same name in the gospel today. It is 
the same gospel that touched his heart dearly. His love for truth, as little as humanity 
was sometimes able to show it to him, and at times even despite that, has brought 
Nathaniel to the path he now takes. He bears an uncompromising love for what is true 
and good, for what is beautiful in essence, kind to the vulnerable, and merciful to 
sinners. He brings honesty to the call he has received and to the practical demands of 
living it. We pray that his longing for truth may become in his heart living water for 
others, food for the hungry and a listening heart for the undesired ones. May he have 
the quick feet of the deer, so that he does not stumble over any blocks. For the truth is 
revealed within the community and moves all of us to action. 

He has followed Christ so that he may discover Him in the lives of many. May God grant 
Nathaniel many years among those who live with the Word, as broken and destitute as 
He may find Himself today, within a humanity that is still learning to be kind to Him, and 
a humanity He himself has never abandoned. 

 

Today, the sobor takes the oath to serve and to be faithful to Christ among those who 
live at the margins. Pray that our service becomes an inspiration for others to love the 
Gospel and to love Jesus, who visits us every day through our brothers and sisters who 
have no place to lay their heads.  
 
 



 
Friday, December 5, 6pm-9pm – Moleben, followed by confessions and vigil.  
 

Saturday Dec 6 – Sunday December 7 – retreat led by sister Catherine Aubin.  
Please check the calendar for details. It is a rare opportunity to welcome Sister 
Catherine among us and listen to her teachings, which she generously shares with so 
many students.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
Please listen to mission stories on ancient faith radio, share this with 
your friends. 

https://www.ancientfaith.com/podcasts/parables/  
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